city of Warsaw, in architecture, in cleanness, and in
public order, though these results were the work of
his ministers, rather than of the king himself. They
were well conceived and permanently useful. And
finally, it was due to his interest in alchemy and his
search for a method of turning clay into gold that
white porcelain was discovered, from which, since
1709, comes all our Dresden china, the famous Meissen
porcelain with August's emblem, two crossed swords,
on the reverse of each piece. This true porcelain is
the direct ancestor of all the fine continental porcelains,
Vienna, Berlin, St. Petersburg, Sevres, Limoges,
and others; the English porcelains are something
different.

The Saxon Palace and Gardens in Warsaw were
laid out and begun by August. The figures in the
gardens, once gilded, are August's both in origin and
taste. The grounds of the palace, the royal residence,
in those days extended to the main street, all of
Pilsudski Square, formerly Plac Saski (Saxon Square),
having once been the royal court-yard. The palace
was then very elegant, August planning to make it
without a rival in Europe. It was not completed when
he entertained Peter the Great in 1707. Marszalkowska
Street was originally the private road from the palace
to the estate of the Crown Marshal, Bielinski.

And now we will skip the brief reign of Stanislaw
Leszczynski and of August's uninspiring son, August
III, and come to the reign of that .week but cultivated
and interesting man, Stanislaw Poniatowski